
KEY GEOGRAPHY VOCABULARY:    

 Human Features Physical Features Specific content  

Geographical map skills and 
fieldwork 

Other useful words for this 

age group – may be recap 
on previous key vocabulary 
or new words to introduce 

Challenge for this 

age group 

Reception 
Also see 
vocab on 

MTP 

Building, bridge, church, 
farm, house, park, path, 
people, road, school, 
street, town, traffic lights  

Beach, country-side, desert, 
lake, mountain/hill, 
forest/wood, river, sea, season, 
weather  

Globe, local, map, place 
Left, right, above, below  

City, land, motorway, pond, 
shop, village, water, world 

Compass points: 
North, South, East & 
West 

KS1 
Also see 
vocab on 

MTP 

As above plus…  
Bungalow, capital city, city, 
country, factory, farm, 
harbour, house, office, 
port, shop, town, village 

As above plus…  
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
Marine, mountain, ocean, river, 
sea, seasons, soil, valley, 
vegetation, weather  
 
 

As above plus…  
Name and locate the world’s 7 
continents and five oceans  
Asia, Africa, North America, South 
America, Antarctica, Australia/ 
Oceania/ Australasia, Europe, Arctic, 
Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, Southern 
Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the 4 countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom 
and its surrounding seas  
England, N. Ireland, Scotland Wales  
Belfast, Cardiff, Edinburgh, London  
English Channel, North/Irish Seas  
Aerial photograph, compass, compass 
points: East, North, South, West, 
direction fieldwork, key, plan, 
right/left, symbols 

Autumn, Spring, Summer, 
Winter 
Hot, dry, cold, wet 
Fog, hail, rain, snow, sun, wind 
Atlas, address, characteristics, 
contrasting, country, continent, 
environment,  
equator, globe, non-European, 
patterns, 
recycle, surrounding seas, 
transport, travel 
 
Words linked to the local area 

Narrow/wide 
grid 
natural and human 
environments 
route planner, scale 
urban/rural 

LKS2 
Also see 
vocab on 

MTP 

As above plus… 
Country, county, 
community, economy, 
Europe, industry, region, 
trade, urban 

As above plus… 
Climate, climate change, climate 
zone, deposition, earthquake, 
erosion, earthquake, lava, 
magma, natural disaster, polar, 
rural, tectonic plates, tropical, 
volcano, water cycle 

As above plus… 
Compass points: NW NE SE SW  
Ordnance Survey map, scale, sketch 
4 figure grid reference 
Observe, measure, record 
European countries and capital city 
names 

As above plus… 
Compare/contrast 
Differences/similarities  
Condensation/evaporation/ 
precipitation  
Change/effect 
Import/Export 
River features:   

Tropics of Capricorn 
and Cancer 
Latitude/Longitude 
Confluence, tributary 
Hemisphere 



Landscape, hills and mountains 
including the UK names E.G. 
Lake District, Pennines, 
Grampians, Cambrians, Southern 
Uplands, Cotswolds, North and 
South Downs etc  
Geology Minerals and rock types 
E.G chalk, slate, granite, 
sandstone 
Biomes/Vegetation belts  
E.G. Tundra, coniferous & 
deciduous forest, 
Mediterranean, mountainous 
desert 

Bank, confluence, delta, 
erosion, estuary, floodplain, 
meander, mouth, oxbow lake, 
source, tributary, valley, 
waterfall 
 
Words linked to the local area 

UKS2 
Also see 
vocab on 
MTP 

As above plus… 
Allotment, deforestation, 
derelict, economy, energy, 
trade 
 

As above plus… 
Biomes, climate zones 
World mountain and river names 
North America 
South America 

As above plus… 
GIS - Geographical Information systems 
Analysis of data and statistics  
Global warming, latitude, longitude, 
North/ South hemisphere, Tropics of 
Capricorn and Cancer, time zones & 
differences 
North, Central and South American 
country and capital city names 
6 figure grid reference  
climate change, Ordnance Survey, 
questionnaire, survey 

As above plus… 
Conservation, fossil fuels, non-
renewable and renewable 
energy sources, immigrant, 
indigenous, migrate, 
sustainability 
Words linked to the local area 

Greenwich/Prime 
Meridian 

 


